Marysville - April 26, 2008

 

                 Hunting Heats Up with the Weather at Marysville Raceway Park

                                                    

Marysville, Ca. – Piloting his dad Ted Hunting’s A.R.T Yamaha Doug Hunting scored his first win of the 2008 season at Marysville Raceway Park. 

Thirteen Midget Lites showed up to do battle on the newly reconfigured and much improved Marysville Raceway Park. For the 2008 season Marysville features a larger wider race track with a relocated front straightaway wall and improved lighting. We understand the Grandstands will also be moved later in June. Promoters Paul and Kathy Hawes are to be congratulated on the improvements at the venerable old speedway.

 

            After a lengthy mud packing session hot laps for the night allowed the Lite drivers to get a feel for the new track, change gears and tweak setups. The first heat proved to be fairly routine, with the Hoover Brothers leading the heat to the green. At the finish Joey Hoover in Grandpa Ken Hoover’s Suzuki Powered Henchcraft won with Hunting second followed by Chris Glass and Matt Sherman.  

 

            By the second heat the track was getting really fast and heavy, making the second heat a bit more eventful. Sophomore Driver Dakota Albright aboard his dad’s Suzuki powered A.R.T alongside Doug Nunes in Lonnie Lopez’ Bailey led the field to green. Nunes ran off with the lead until rookie Rick Soto spun and Albright pulled to the pits. As the field restarted, Nunes assumed the lead with Sam Corso subbing for his injured brother Brian in the Corso #10 holding onto second. Rick Holbrook aboard the Graham Motorsports A.R.T moved to third after being sent to the rear after being pushed off in the staging area. A good battle raged for the top four spots with Marshall Sexton pressuring Holbrook for the third spot and Corso pushing for the win. At the checkered it was Doug Nunes taking the win, Corso in second and Marshall Sexton nipping Holbrook for third at the line.

 

            Marysville Raceway Park also hosted the Western All stars late models and Marysville’s weekly Street Stocks. The addition of the Late Models worked the track surface into a very technical, bumpy, hard and heavy race track. On this night the track surface along with the Lites running without their wings, would play a part in allowing the Lites to put on a very exciting show for the fans. Richie Hoover and Rick Holbrook led the field of 13 Lites to the green with Holbrook taking the lead heading to turn one. As the field entered turn one the 53c of Cory Green caught Dakota Albright’s left front wheel, causing Green to get upside down and bringing out the red. Green was able to restart and a complete restart was called for with Green now bringing up the rear. As the green was waved Chris Glass limped down the front straightaway with a fuel pump problem; bringing out the yellow again. After some confusion Cory Green was sent off and retired for the night. At the restart Holbrook led with a huge battle forming behind him for the top five or six spots. Chris Glass retired with the fuel pump problem, bringing out another yellow. As the race restarted Holbrook held the lead and began stretching it out. Meanwhile, Hunting was on the move followed closely by Nunes, Corso and Joey Hoover. 

             The race moved to the midway point, Holbrook now with almost a straightaway lead, caught a rut entering turn three, bicycled real hard, spun around and off the track, bringing out yet another yellow flag. He was able to restart at the rear and the race went back to green with Hunting now holding a slim margin over Nunes, Corso, and Joey Hoover, with Sexton holding down the fifth spot. Holbrook charged back to the sixth spot and began pressuring Sexton for fifth by the fourteenth lap. Nunes got together with someone and lost a nerf bar, bringing out another yellow for debris on the racetrack. Nunes was then moved to the rear as he was called for the yellow. As the field went back to green Richie Hoover and Matt Sherman aboard the Buford Goodenough A.R.T. got together with Hoover ending up on the Bulldozer tires lining the inside of the track. After several yellow flag laps to remove the Hoover car from the top of the tires the race restarted with Hunting leading. Nunes put on a show for the fans. Making a big charge trying to get back to the front as the laps wound down, Nunes bicycled several times as he made his way forward. At mid-pack Holbrook was desperately trying to get by Sexton as Matt Sherman now entered the battle for fifth, sixth and seventh. At the checkered it was Doug Hunting taking his first win of the year with Sam Corso hanging tight in second. Doug Nunes got by Joey Hoover on the outside of turn three and four to snag third as Holbrook went to the cushion between three and four to get by Sexton for fifth. The final finishing order was Hunting, Corso, Nunes, Joey Hoover, Holbrook, Albright, Sexton, Sherman, Zach Beard, Rick Soto, Richie Hoover, Cory Green and Chris Glass. The Midget Lites will visit Marysville Raceway Park again this coming Saturday, May 3, for another round without the wings

