Placerville - April 12, 2008

Placerville, CA – The Midget Lites returned to Placerville Speedway on Saturday night for their third race of the season. The sun was shining all afternoon, making  mudpacking and hot laps particularly warm. As the sun headed west, however, shade fell over the track, and when Doug Nunes’ green 11 car joined the four white cars of Richard Hoover (75), Rick Holbrook (3), Brian Corso (10) and Scott Males, filling in for Cory Green in the 53c, took the track for the first heat race, they seemed like a snow storm after a spring day. 

            Rick Soto was at the track with his number 30 car and was scheduled to participate in the first heat race, but he was unable to start and had to watch from the pits as the green waved and Holbrook quickly took the lead from Richard Hoover. The cars bunched up and Corso pushed to the front from fourth place. The cars settled into a line for some clean racing that was only momentarily interrupted by a little contact between Males and Richard Hoover in turn 3, which would prove to be a rough area all night long. On the last lap, Corso maintained his lead over Holbrook and Nunes, who seemed like they would finish second and third until they exited turn 4 for the last time and Nunes made his move. He passed Holbrook in a photo finish at the line to take second. The heat’s final results were Corso (10), Nunes (11), Holbrook (3), Males (53c) and Richie Hoover (75).

            The second heat race was also a bit of a nail-biter. Cameron Beard sat on the pole in his son Zach’s 77, followed by Marshall Sexton (62), Chris Glass (9), Dakota Albright (35JR), Joey Hoover (76), and rookie Justin Burton (25). Sexton took the lead from Beard, who hit the sensitive spot in turn 3, the result of an underground spring, and turned the 77 around to bring out the yellow. After some assistance, he restarted and joined the pack. After the restart, Joey Hoover bounced a little in turn 2, eliciting a gasp from the crowd, but he managed to hang onto third place behind Sexton and Glass. The high line seemed to be the best route for many drivers, and Glass used it to pass Sexton while Hoover and Beard began a battle for third. In the final trip through treacherous turn 3, Sexton spun around while trying to regain the lead, bringing out the yellow and creating an extra lap. When the green and white flags waved, second place sitter Joey Hoover seemed to be on the move but he ran out of time and Glass grabbed the win for the Graham Motor sports 9 car. The final results for this heat were Glass, Joey Hoover (76), Beard (77), Albright (35JR), Burton (25), and Sexton (62). 

            The lineup for the main event was set with Richie Hoover on the pole in the 75 car owned by Linda Hoover, followed by Beard (77), Holbrook (3), Sexton (62), Nunes (11), Glass (9), Corso (10), Joey Hoover (76), Males (53c), Albright (35JR) and Burton (25). With very little time between the final heat race and the main event, some drivers were confused and had to rush to the track, but everyone except Burton took the green. The entire field bunched up behind Beard, the early leader, and put on quite a show as they sorted themselves out. Glass was bumped by Corso as both went three-wide with Nunes and the lead kept changing hands. Sexton ended up out front, but Nunes managed to make the lower line work for him in turn 4 and took over. The crowd held their collective breath as Corso wiggled his way all over the back straightaway and turns 3 and 4, but held his position. The cars managed to run in a line for several laps as everyone followed Nunes, who pulled away from the pack. In a move that was foreshadowed by the night’s heat races, Corso hit a rough spot in turn 3 on the last lap of the race and was in for a wild ride. He landed upright and Holbrook and Joey Hoover, who were following close behind, skillfully averted the accident as the red flag waved. The race was declared over as Corso walked away from the number 10, which was then towed off the track. In all the commotion, Nunes managed to score his second win in three races, proving that the number 11 car owned by Lonnie Lopez is a force to be reckoned with. The official results for the main event were Nunes, Sexton (62), Beard (77), Glass (9), Holbrook (3), Joey Hoover (76) Scott Males (53), Corso(10), Dakota Albright (35jr), Richie Hoover (75), Justin Burton (25) DNS and Rick Soto (30) DNS. The Midget Lites have a break next weekend, but will return on April 26 to the newly redesigned Marysville Raceway Park. 
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