Placerville - April 5, 2008

 

Placerville, CA- The Midget Lites warmed up a cold night at Placerville Speedway on Saturday with speed and flames highlighting their second event of the season. Slowly, but surely, the Midget Lite drivers are climbing back into their drivers’ seats. This week’s race had eleven cars participate, an improvement over the season opener which included nine drivers.  Richie Hoover, Rick Soto, Justin Burton, and former Midget Lite Champion Doug Hunting were among the racers competing in their first event of 2008 and BCRA President and driver Rick Holbrook noted that it was great to see more competitors returning to the track.

             Jeff Scott (71) and Marshall Sexton (62) led the field through the first heat race of the night. After a tight battle, Sexton took the lead from Scott and eventually captured the checkered flag. Sexton was followed by last week’s winner Doug Nunes in the 11 with Brian Corso in the 10 car finishing the heat in third place. Teammates Holbrook (3) and Chris Glass (9) sat on the front row for the second Midget Lite heat race, but Hunting challenged for the lead on the outside line from the time the green flag waved. At the end of the heat, Hunting finally overtook Glass at the finish line in a hold-your-breath battle to claim victory for the number 2 Yamaha A.R.T. car owned by his father, Ted Hunting. Holbrook’s clutch failed just as the race wound down, but he managed to take the checkered flag in third place, followed by Hoover (75) and Cory Green (53c). 

            With his broken clutch, Holbrook was unsure if he would be able compete in the night’s main event, but he decided to line up behind pole sitter Jeff Scott and second-place starter Sexton. Holbrook was unable to make the green flag and left the track to the ten cars ready to battle it out. After the green came out, Nunes found himself in trouble on his first trip through turns 3 and 4. Nunes attempted to run a high line but found himself upside down and leaking fuel. The driver was uninjured, but the officials decided to light the track on fire to burn the spilled liquid, causing some amused onlookers to wish for hot dogs and an impromptu barbecue. 

            After the restart, Corso took the lead to begin a duel with Hunting which would last for most of the race. Hunting chose to run high, and Corso’s decision to stick to the middle and bottom of the track paid off when the high line went away for Hunting at the end of the race, giving Corso a decisive win. The victory marks the first Midget Lite win for Corso, who returned this season after taking a year off. Corso’s Kawasaki ZX12 A.R.T car led the field of Hunting in second place, Sexton, who turned in a notable third-place performance, Glass in the Graham Motorsports Honda-powered A.R.T number 9, and rookie Green who scored his first top-five finish in his Honda A.R.T car. Burton (25), Scott (71), Nunes (11), and Hoover (75) rounded out the scoreboard in the main event.

            The Midget Lites head for a rematch next Saturday night when they return to Placerville Speedway.
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